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A memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Tolson 1 1 -22-6^—tidv i sod f 
that the files were being reviewed concerning Lee Harvcytlswald , 
a suspect in captioned matter. ~ : O ' 1 

. ‘ ‘ Oswald f i rs t came to our at tent ion on 1 0-3 1 -5^ when a 

I news clipping indicate! that lfc~liad'Ticlil‘~;i press' conference in his 
room at the Mel J^op.oJe_lhjje 1^ Mosc ow in which lie ad v i i sed .he had" 
a PP lj e(T 'tiPie nuanc e h is._ Ainc_r i.cain c Tt jxcnsh ip and J[uf come._ a Spv i e~t, 
Cjijzcn*. Ho was described as "a 20- vcn r-nld for mer UTS. Marine and 
received considerable publicity. >Ye checked with" the Office of Naval 
-Intelligence (ONI) and were advised that Oswa ld had en tered the 
Marine Corps at,.DaLlas Texas . 2 -4 to serve 3 years", was 
released _to inactive duty_on 9^1 l^D hut._had,j»hl iga_ted service until 
12-S-’62_. he had an Identification Division record on his service 
f ingerprints which showed no criminal arrests and placed a stop 
against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in the U.S. would be. 
brought to our attention. *» 

'J • \ 

d t_atc_l)ep.a rt.iiLen t_ ad_v i sa_d 1 ]_-.22-5V that Oswald had applied^ 

, at the Ame rican Lmbassy_J(U3_l 7 50_ advis i ngj?e_wj shed to" renounce 
f hiS~Ame r lean ci tizenship) and g av e._as~"tlij . p rjiic ipal‘_" reasftn for Jus ’ . 
_ js deersidn, " He' s tat_ej^jl)at jLelh.adJbeen^.^ radar" - 
S. s', operator. in the Marine. _Corps alienin' t f_to ld .Soviet 7_o"f He i a Is that if 
v= he’Vas granted Soviet citizcnship’T'lic would .make ..kri_o.wn.jL.n?ormat ion. 
y j concerning the. Marine Corps_whi.ch was-ln.his possession., He again, 

^ d got "publ i_c i ty on 1.1-15-52. when the United I’ross reported that he, 

Z ’• had said_ that. Soviet, authori ties— wQuid_not gran t . h.i m_ci.ti zenshi p, 

1 1 although he could live in Russ.ia _as_.n, r.c.s.i dun t aiicn.^ \J 




e; u: 


UNI advis ed ll- 15-f>lL that Osw ald, had been give n an_ 
undcs i rable~discliarg e fro m the _M_aj_ijie JJorp s kc scxAC_-uiL..b.-J.7- 60 — \J 
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^ ^ On 

de te rmi ned 


been ‘ 
marrijed 
ssia"j tl.^ 


5-.JJ7^_01_S ta.tc_!iepar_tpieiit-iidMi s ed that it had 
de-term. i n_ed. tlui t.ibwa Id _was_.stiU._an.. American ci v t i zen , wjas m; 
a . Sov i e t_ c i t i zen, and that hj^th. Jiad jMSix_perini.tS _to.. leavg . j?u? 

- •• S tii te * Dep'a i* i me n t had gi ygjj. nppjiugal J\>r_thcir ..trave L with the i r. 

| iiTai)t . child', to ‘..tBcirLLiC On 5 t31s. 62— tiic Bureau Juus.txucj;c.U. Da 1 1 as_ 

. ,i to inte-rview. . _Oswa.ld__ijn_.de.t;ull..iipon.ixis_arr i vnL. He reJ.ujined.tu 
•* - ' Ft_>l iVortli," Texas.. J .on._0-.JLH.-n2 and was intervH;_wed._by_llureau agents oiu \ 
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for Mr. Sullivan 
ASSASSINATION OF 


THE PRESIDENT 


'>• 


ArJ.——- J* c short in a nswering many question^ 

and lmvcjtjic aiu|)£ossion_o/^olnx^7n > 53niLiLi‘iJliiant . He’ advised that 
vas not^yuJJ j ni^Mako ajii 1 ygrapij _i ost^ lie decTined to answer 

j?s _t P^yjjy Jj ej in cl in <* j d e__t J ) e _t rj p_t o~Russ i a and sfuTecT 

ne did not caie in relive the past, then added thalTTTe went to Russia 
to see the country. He said that lie had been given a job as a sheet 
rnctal vsoihcj in a television factory and denied that lie had gone to 
Kuss 1 :! because of admiration of the Russian system. lie stated that he 
nail lead books by Karl Marx because (if interest in his economic 
theories b“* 1 -*• * 1 ^ 1 * 1 

Parxy . He 

and Stated LJiat’iie uiu nor <lppl sr^viPt n i t i -#r»«c u i n ii^ ...u- j sc d til at 

c concerning 


he 


lean books by karl Marx because of interest in his economic 

cries but cd_ that he had e vc rbeen a inemb_er__of the Commun ist 

O'- He also denied that lie ha'd' renounced "his U.S. citizenship”" 
^tated that -lie did not seek Soviet citizenship. He advised tha 
on lets noNer attempted to obtain information from lnm conccr n i 


the **oviets never attempted to obtain information from him concerni 
the Marine Corps; that he y as not rc cr ui t e d at any time bv Sovi et 

nade no deals uith’lhe Si'.T i <■ t «T 1 ( » nhf n i n nr» nn i i 


: ~ ^ ^ > viiut iitf uj » ujjy u_a i_auy t J.me oy_j}nyj_£j 

made_no dea ls wj t )l _tli e J5 u \ i c t s ~to obtai n permission 
! u _ r . e 1 pytu the UjTT He said that lie had not given the Sovirts any 

information uh i cli could be used against the U.S. He also denied 1 1 1 a t 

lE c L_Jl§ r— 2X.fy red t i* e veal a n y _j n form a t_i_o n __t o the S o v ijt s o b tTT n e d 

a s a result pric ing " a radar u pexator in the~' Marines " L/ 

Oswald j^a s_xe j jit cvr v i ejuf.on.JTJ 6-62 and advLiedLJJipt Jie had 

^ til _cont qct_u i th _Jhe.. Sov Lt CitTI^:: ssy_i n_\yasli7ngt on , 1) . C to ad v i sc 

i- • 0^ Embas sy o f hj s w i_f e y s c u r ren t a ild re s s uji i c li _\^a’s jrc'qu j red_ by 

Sovie t 1 a^_ . He said slie would report subsequent changes ~of adJrcss 
to The Embassy . He stated that lie had never enjoyed his service in * 
the U.S. Marines but had not enjoyed his trip to the Soviet Union any 
more than his Marine service. He again denied requesting rev ocation. 

. ? m *L iLL^Jl-.S^lt i/ e n s bi jj and stated that lie had never aff j rme^' 
allegiance to the Soviet Union, lie denied that lie had made any deals 
swth Soviet intelligence organizations and that lie had been assured 
by the U.S. Embassy that Embassy officials vc re aware of no evidence 
vhich would warrant prosecution of him should lie return to the U.S. 

He odv i s_cd_ that he, m i gli thaye t o ro_l urnj o t ljeJSuvJ c t Union i n a bo pi 

5_y c_a _t|> ta kc Jyj_s__v i fe jo seemlier re 1 a t i ves^. lie decjj ned to. 

4d.es t i oiis^as.Au .vliy Hie. .veil t ...U> ^.1 be J^on ici J.’nj.PIL and suited. 

th at fie _c <LDsij.le J'ed i l JLnubul^ ^ls..busincss^ w At the end of tffe interviev 
lie agreed to contact the 1 Til if any person ever contacted him in the 
U.S. under suspicious circumstances . \J[ .. ^ s\s 

1 

An j^rl ic 1c in _llie j imes Pjcayune" Nev ..Orleans, _h\uisj,ana^ 

‘ l nc * ' l c .*] j vji31ia.t_flsva Ui liad 1>een seiuenced J o _’p a y j<l- f I n e _ a» 1L.S 1-0 
e rvo ^ f^a.vs t n JL. cjiarg.e. of d i s turbuig _l)iq peace .^is _rcsul t.jif 
d _i_s_t r i Ini ty on ol a j»aiiTpli I e l fo i ^ Fri.T lyJElay. for_ Cuba -Z Nc v Orjeanjj 

was i ns liyu^_ed^ to asce j t ain the la c ts conce hn n g_ t 
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O-.waJ <1 i 'A i j jin I i mi nf 1 Tip panifiji 1 <• l and determine if In- was \_) 
enga ged in subversive a~c tTvi t i es . 

Xnv est iy. ji tj.nn, i n New Orl eans disclosed that^Oswa 1 »J 

been a ire s t_ed a s re port e d in _tlie new s paj>«Tr_ (T t i s no ted that 0 1 fs 

is the only arrest _d i sc lnsed3n~IDicD denti.fica t [on IH v.is i on_rycurds^ • 
He c~l aimed to lie a member ol t he "Fa ir Play for Cub a Com m i l tee " Ul’CC) 
andTieifame involved in ah ahguincnt wi t h__3JZuba h~cini grants while 
p nss l ng_oU.t ~<TiT j. U 1 ,irs“ Tie cut e rod__a pj ca «i f gu i 1 tv and e lec t ed to 
“ lie Tin e o 1$. 1 ( L ‘Hie 3 o the r Pe rsons uT res fed with Oswald 


were d i s~cha rged . The arrest took place oiV~8-9-63^ i ' 

Os. wa ld _was i_n tc_ry_i ewed on 8 - 10.63 h \__ a ge n tip of tlie New 
Orleans office and advis ed J hat~Ke was ui Teinp Ion ed" ahT PTia'd c onu TTo 
N ew O rleans ahou t_ 4 rooTi ills .prgYIbusli. There Tie began - to read 
Hte rat ure distributed by tlie 1VCC which he considered was not a 
communist or communist-controlled group. Ile_had sent a letter to 
the he adyua r_tc rs o f_lh Ls_Cjnjnm.Lt .te e a t 799 Rio a d w ayT~K c w~~Vq )T_Cj j iL. 
w i t£S3 ad vis i rig ..that he _w ished to join the Comm i t tee . JJujjng _t_he, 
la tter p art of May "1963, he re ceived through the~inYi~f a card made 

out l n~1i i s name _anu^M gned by Vi L. ThyTH! <fIi~sh’o wed tha t" lie . wtis.Jl 

Tiiejnher 6 f~lho n a t ihnal _o rga. l)U. a tion^ A pi or t _t jjiie_ Ta.te..rJ 1 e . J'e c e i ved 
a whi te card . wh ich - made, him a me mhc r_.of.Thc Ne w 0 i J e a n s_c h a p t e.rl. 

TTls ^cac'iL was da ted 6-6-6.1 ahd~was sjgncd A . J. Hi dell ^ lie ]u\d_jio_t. 
seen Jlidejl b ut tal k edto h i rn__.o it-tlicTpho ne and ~h a d' a t'icjid ed.jnc e Lings 
of Tthjfd oc til cmnai Ktee but djd not. .know _nnv— of tlie ot her .persons 
who a t tended 'Jb'e cause they were known only by their first name ‘ 




= Investigation also disclosed that on _8^2 j.T>3 Oswald 

' appe ared on a r ad i o programca l ied "Co nve r s a. t ion -C axTcLh 1 an cup * on 
raefid s TiTTT iT n~T\ i ) S Li i n ~Nc vTD r _J e a ns w j_t h_J Id wa rd_ Scann ell Rut 1 er , 
s t a f f Jd i r e c to r ol th e f njj < rma it i on Council _ <> f t he Ajiic r i cjs. \T1 S j_c!l 
o l it? n l xa t ro n specia lize s ftTlH strTb ution of .antu'.omir. uni stjpdhcat i onal 
material to Latin Amer ican cou nt ries . lH.irj.iivt ..lhe._D.rogr a Oswald 
^isariljjrtnnic FPCCTs not coin nun ist- control led and that he , \J 
Oswald, is a Marxist. 
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Mc^o for Mr. Sul ] i van 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 


SECRET 



enough money he wuuld move his family to an apartment in Dallas. (J 



Other than the ronnnrfinn with 1 1n* ri>ff i none t i 



w v • w w 111 1 j 4 .-* 1 ^ u — t i , * _• » ’• U i V v * " LL U J L L t L I L ' * 

l\ork c r, 23 West 26 th St re.e.t . .New. York... C i ty_._c_l ;7 i in i iig JUi_be 7T 
l un g- t uh.s c'r i~ber ii nil advi..sh!K .jhut_Ue was forming an.l'l'CC in 
New O rleans'. He r^iiuested sonic ..of.. !LThe_ Worker's", li.te.raturo .ansJ . 
f orwa rded honorary membership, cards fur. "those f igliers. J'o.r .peace, 

•M.C* — bus.TUiT I.._ai3_d Mr . _I1 . J)avis_," jl a 1 I is general secretary of 'll^e 
Communist PanLy_, _USA_, UI1L * Davis is the national sccreta^r^. C/ 

The investigation disclosed no threats by Oswald against 
the President hut did indicate that he drank to excess while residing 
in ft. North, Texas, after his return from Russia and beat his wife. / ) 
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